
THANKSGIVING 2014 

Mother Nature has been so kind to us in Texas this year.  All the rain and good temperatures have meant that we have 
had a colorful autumn which is rare for us.  Today is Thanksgiving and we went for a walk in our local forest which has a 
little lake full of catfish and other critters. 

 
A hazy view of the edge of the lake through the fall foliage 

Four years ago I had a magical experience at this lake.  My mental health was fragile and I was struggling with life.  I 
went for a walk at 7am to this lake and noticed that one of the lures stuck on a tree branch had captured something 
under the water.  The water is murky and I couldn’t tell what depth it was but couldn’t bear the idea that something was 
struggling for its life for no good reason.  I waded in, ignoring the possibilities of water moccasins and by the time I 
reached it, I was up to my thighs in muddy water.  At the end of the hook was a beautiful, glossy, dark gray catfish about 
3 feet long.  He was frightened of me and struggled to get away but somehow I managed to unhook him and off he 
swam into the dark depths of the lake.  Catfish can live from 8 to 20 years so I like to think he is swimming around, 
making little catfish. 

On another occasion my husband was shaking his head at me when I chased a water moccasin down the middle of a 
stream trying to get a good photo of him.  Then I nearly stood on a copperhead… 



 

There are other critters inhabiting our lake, including 
alligators – DO NOT MOLEST THEM!!   

Life and death are entwined during autumn and I love the 
fungi feeding off fallen branches (white below and terracotta 
at the bottom), vivid purple and red berries; a harvest feast 
for the forest dwellers. 



When we returned to the street, I looked at the foliage with new eyes.  Below is a mural of the various colors.

 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

I love the copper conifer and the flaming top of 
the half-turned tree.  Our Agave stands strong 
and succulent no matter the weather and my 
grasses look so delicate with their ivory fronds. 


